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interpretation of the most essential Christian
dogmas is also quoted with manifest complacency.
H. B. Wilson, who had acted as the informal
editor of the volume, practically denies the claim
of Christianity to be taken in any exclusive sense
as a divine revelation; while Temple, the future
Primate, points out that the doctrine of immor-
tality seems to have been discovered without any
supernatural aid by the Persians, and borrowed
from them by the Jews. The volume closes with
a long essay by Professor Jowett, On the Interpre-
tation of Scripture, the drift of which is that, if the
Bible were read like any other book, much of its
supposed dogmatic teaching would melt into air.

A policy of discreet silence in official circles
nearly caused Essays and Reviews to fail of its
intended effect, which was to excite discussion and
controversy. Not until ten months after its publi-
cation was attention drawn to what had been done.
An article in the Westminster Review for October,
1860, written by Mr. Frederic Harrison, the future
Positivist leader, emphasised with passionate
eloquence the true inwardness of the manifesto,
at the same time inviting the Essayists to abandon
their futile attempts at a compromise between the
old beliefs and the new. Bishop Wilberforce
followed suit with an article in the Quarterly
JRevieiv, accepting the Westminster estimate of
the Essayists, but denouncing them as traitors to
Christian truth. At his suggestion, also, the whole
Bench of Bishops joined in a public protest against
the volume. Finally, Arthur Stanley, himself an
advanced but extremely reticent Broad Churchman,
summed up the situation in the Edinburgh Review